
Student Journalism Rights: New Voices Law Comparisons
California 

(oldest) Massachusetts Iowa Colorado Kansas Arkansas Oregon Nevada North Dakota Illinois Maryland Rhode Island Vermont Washington 
(newest)

Protects Student 
Speech in General ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ X X X ✓ X X X X X X
Protects Student 
Journalists in 
Particular

✓ X ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓

Protects Advisers of 
Student Journalists ✓ X X ✓ ✓ X X ✓ ✓ X ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓

Allows Students to 
Sue ✓ X X X X X ✓ X X X X ✓ X ✓

Requires Schools to 
Adopt Speech- 
Protection Policies

✓ X ✓ ✓ X ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ X ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓

Prevents Preemptive 
Speech Restrictions 
("Prior Restraints")

✓ X ✓ ✓ X X X X ✓ ✓ ✓ X ✓ X

Mentions Digital 
Speech X X X ✓ X X X ✓ X X X X X X

Protects Controversial 
or Political Speech X X X X ✓ X X X X X X X ✓ X

Doesn't Protect 
Libel/Slander ✓ X ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ X ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓

Doesn't Protect 
Obscenity ✓ X ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ X X ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ X

Doesn't Protect 
Invasions of Privacy X X X ✓ X ✓ ✓ X ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓

Doesn't Protect 
Incitement/
Disruption

✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓

Doesn't Protect 
Harassment/ 
Bullying

✓ X X X X ✓ X ✓ ✓ X ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓

This chart was prepared by UGA Law First Amendment Clinic students Taran Harmon-Walker and Navroz Tharani, last updated April 23, 2021.
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